The regular Trenton City Council meeting was called to order by Mayor Gary L. Sellers on Tuesday, January 4, 2011 at 7:00 PM at City Hall.

Guests:  Mike Conley of The Sun, Kelly Ross of Breese Journal, Attorney Doug Gruenke, Eugene Luettinger, Doug Ratermann of HMG Engineering, Sandy Glanzner, Mary Pennington, Pat Netemeyer of Netemeyer Engineering, Josh Huelsmann 
Roll call:  Conley, Gruender, Harpstrite, Klein, Trame, Westbrook.  All present.   
MAYOR'S COMMENTS:  
Mayor Sellers asked for understanding with his voice, he is suffering with a cold.  The Mayor also thanked TEMS for their hard work last Friday with the storms that hit our area.  They do a fine job.  
The Mayor re-appointed the City Collector for a term of one year ending in January, 2012.  Alderman Klein made a motion to re-appoint City Collector, Karen Buzzard.  Second Alderman Harpstrite.  All yes.  Motion passed.
The minutes of the December 7, 2010 meeting were approved by motion Alderman Trame, second Alderman Harpstrite.  All yes.  Motion carried.

The Treasurer’s Report for the month of November 2010 was accepted by motion Alderman Trame, second Alderman Gruender.  All yes.  Motion carried.

Mayor Sellers called upon Attorney Gruenke for the Attorney's report.  He said that he had nothing to report tonight.
BOARDS & COMMISSIONS:  Alderman Harpstrite stated that there was no one from the Park Board, Library Board or Industrial Commission in attendance.  He then made a motion to accept the Planning Commissions report regarding the Wildwood Estates 1st Addition plat.  Second Alderman Trame.  All yes.  Motion carried.
FINANCE & PERSONNEL:  Alderman Klein made a motion to approve the warrants for the month.  Second Alderman Trame.  All yes.  Motion carried.

DEVELOPMENT & GRANT:  Alderman Conley had nothing to report.
HEALTH:  Alderman Westbrook had nothing to report.  
OPEN MEETINGS ACT :  Alderman Westbrook had nothing to report.
ORDINANCE:  Alderman Trame introduced Ordinance #1484 establishing residency requirements for the Trenton Recreation and Playground Board, consisting of 7 members to be appointed by the Mayor with the consent of the Council.  Five members shall live in City limits and two can live wherever they like.  A motion was made by Alderman Klein to accept Ordinance #1484.  Second Alderman Harpstrite.   Alderman Conley, No.  Alderman Gruender, Yes.  Alderman Harpstrite, Yes.  Alderman Klein, Yes.  Alderman Trame, No.  Alderman Westbrook, No.  Mayor Sellers cast the deciding vote, Yes.  Motion carried.
Alderman Trame made a motion to accept Ordinance #1485, an ordinance submitting the question of purchasing the property located at 801 E. Broadway which is the VFW.  A petition was signed by 10% of the registered voters which means if this passes, this ordinance will go on the ballot for the April 5 election.  Second Alderman Conley.  All yes.  Motion carried.  
Alderman Trame introduced Ordinance #1486, an ordinance submitting the question of the imposition of a retailers' occupation tax and a service occupation tax in the amount of 1/2%.  If this passes there will be the elimination of the wheel tax.  Attorney Gruenke clarified for the Council that there are two ordinances on the agenda.  The Council will vote on the 1/2% first and if that fails then they can vote on the 1/4%.  A motion was made by Alderman Harpstrite to accept Ordinance #1486.  Second Alderman Conley.  Alderman Conley, yes.  Alderman Gruender, No.  Alderman Harpstrite, yes.  Alderman Klein, no.  Alderman Trame, no.  Alderman Westbrook, yes.  The Mayor cast the deciding vote, No.  Motion failed.  

Alderman Trame made a motion to accept Ordinance #1487, and ordinance submitting the question of the imposition of a retailers' tax at 1/4%.  Second Alderman Gruender.  Alderman Conley, no.  Alderman Gruender, yes.  Alderman Harpstrite, yes.  Alderman Klein, yes.  Alderman Trame, yes.  Alderman Westbrook, no.  Motion carried.
PUBLIC BUILDINGS:  Alderman Harpstrite had nothing to report.  

PUBLIC SAFETY:  Alderman Klein had nothing to report.  
SPECIAL:  Alderman Gruender had nothing to report.
STREET & ALLEY:  Alderman Harpstrite had nothing to report. Alderman Harpstrite called upon Doug Ratermann with HMG Engineering to review the 2011 MFT resolution that the Council had before them.  He explained to the Council that last year the City cut back due to the lack of funds.  This year's estimate is based on the same, only spending what we estimate that we will get from the state.  That total comes to $71,600.  This year the South side of town is due to be done.  This will not cover everything that Superintendent Jones would like to do.  Mr. Ratermann explained that if the general fund is healthy enough then that could supplement the MFT fund and all of the streets could be done.  He also explained that IDOT allows for 10% overage.  The amount that he is appropriating for is $75,000.  He said that is not 10%, just a round number.  Alderman Harpstrite made a motion to accept the 2011 MFT resolution.  Second Alderman Trame.  All yes.  Motion carried. 
T.I.F. COMMITTEE:  Alderman Conley asked the council members if they had copies of the proposed sidewalk across the street.  She would like for everyone to review it and get back with her with any questions.  She needs to respond to the engineers.   
WATER & SEWER:  Alderman Gruender had nothing to report. 
RE-ORGANIZATION:  Alderman Conley had nothing to report.
MISCELLANEOUS:    
Alderman Trame made a motion to approve bills and payroll of December 2010. Second Alderman Harpstrite.  All yes.  Motion carried.

Alderman Harpstrite made a motion to adjourn.  Second Alderman Conley.  All yes.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 7:11 PM.
___________________________  

Karen Buzzard, City Clerk

